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Overview 

• NPS Museum Management Program 

 

• NPS collection size & types 

 

• NPS museum policies & procedures 

 

– NPS Museum Handbook 

– NPS Conserve O Gram technical leaflets 



 National Park Service 

Museum Management Program  

• Preservation & Protection 

• Documentation 

• Access & Use 



Preservation & Protection  



Museum 

Documentation 
 
 



Access and Use 



ections  

45+ million objects and specimens 

 + 64,800 linear feet archives  
 
 

 

 

  
 

  
 

Size of NPS Collections  
401 NPS units nationwide -- 360 with collections  

45+ million objects & specimens 

64,800+ linear feet of archives 



400+ NPS units & associated collections honor 
 

- Ancient peoples of America, eminent Americans including presidents, & diverse communities 

- Events that shaped the nation such as the Revolutionary War, Civil War to Civil Rights 

- Natural  & cultural resources at Yosemite & Yellowstone, Dinosaur NM to Death Valley to  

Hawaii Volcanoes & Gates of the Artic  

- & many, many more units located throughout the USA  



NPS collections include  

Archeology 



Ethnography 



History & archival collections 



Fine and decorative arts 



 Natural history 



Collections on exhibit in museums & visitor 
centers & online 



in historic house museums 



in storage 



Housed in purpose-built, 

adapted & historic 

structures located in all 

US climate zones 
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NPS Museum Handbook Part I, Museum 

Collection topics include 

• Strategic planning  [collections policy] 

• Museum environment 

• Biological infestations  [IPM] 

• Handling, packing & shipping 

• Storage 

• Security & fire protection 

• Emergency preparedness & planning 

• Curatorial health & safety 

• Conservation treatments 

• Museum housekeeping 

• Preventive conservation & curatorial care of different materials 

 



Museum Handbook, Part II, Museum Documentation 

• Accessioning 

• Cataloging 

• Inventory 

• Loans  

• Deaccessioning 

• Lot cataloging 

• Marking  

• & other topics 



NPS Museum Handbook, Part III  

Museum Collections Use 

• Evaluating and documenting collection use 

• Legal issues, including copyright 

• Publications 

• Reproductions 

• Collections on exhibit in museums & historic structures 

• Planning research space 

• & more 

 



Technical guidance 
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182 Conserve O Gram “how to” technical leaflets on: 

• Preservation 

• Security, fire & curatorial health & safety 

• Agents of deterioration 

• Preventive conservation for different material types: 

ceramics, wood, leather, metal, natural history, 

paintings, paper, photos, digital media, stone, textiles, 

archives, etc. 

• Care & storage of digital materials  
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