
From PC to PC 
 

 (From Photographer’s Camera to Permanent Collection) 



J. Paul Getty Museum 

 The Department of Photographs is one of six 
departments within the Getty Museum. 
 

 The collection ranges from prints and stereographs to 
albums and daguerreotypes. 
 

 The department currently has over 74,000 objects and 
continues to grow through purchases and donations. 



The Loan Process 

Proposal Form (loan) 

Loan Agreement 

Receipt of Loan 



Proposal Form (loan) 



Loan Agreement 



The loan has arrived! 

LOAN 



From Loan to Own 

Proposal Form 

Acquisition (donation/purchase) 

Permanent Collection 



Proposal Form (purchase) 



Acquisition Paperwork 

Deed of 
Gift 

Invoice, 
Warranty, 

W-9, 
License 

Condition 
report, 
Object on 
site 



Congratulations! 

The Great Wave, Sète, about 1857. Gustave Le Gray (French, 1820 – 1884). Albumen silver print, 34.3 × 41.9 cm. The J. Paul Getty Museum 



Some things to consider 

 Multiple parts 
 

 Reserve prints 
 

 Frames 



Multiple parts 

Are there 
multiple 
parts? 

Will the 
parts remain 

together? 

Are the 
parts 

independent 
beings? 



More multiple parts 

Double-
mounted 
objects 

Bound/unbound 
objects Mixed media 



Reserve prints 

Are you 
collecting 
reserve 
prints? 

Are they 
part of 
your 

permanent 
collection? 

How will 
you track 

them? 
Where will 
you store 

them? 

How will 
they be 
used? 



Frames 

Is the 
object 

framed? 

Will it 
remain 
framed? 

What is 
going to 

happen to 
the frame? 



Debby Lepp 
 
Associate Registrar for Collections 

Management 
 
dlepp@getty.edu 
 
(310) 440-6364 
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